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Under-privileged children 
during a function to observe
Doctors’ Day at Baguihati in
Kolkata on Wednesday. �sns
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NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY
ACT TAKES EFFECT IN STATE
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 1 July

The state food and supplies
department will take strong
action against ration deal-
ers in case they violate the
National Food Security Act,
Mr Jyotipriya Mallick, the
state minister for food and
supplies said today.

Mr Mallick said that if
any ration dealer shorts
any beneficiary of the quan-
tity of PDS foodgrain he or
she is entitled to, the deal-
er would be penalised.“Such
dealers may face fine and
jail,” he said.

The National Food Secu-
rity Act is being imple-
mented from today in the
state.

Mr Mallick said the Act
will be completely imple-
mented in all districts by 30
September.

A series of meetings will
be held in each district to
inform the district level

officials regarding the Act
and essential steps for imple-
menting it. The first meet-
ing was held in Hooghly
two days ago,in which senior
officials from the state food
and supplies department

and district level officials par-
ticipated.

“It was the first meeting
in South Bengal where we
have discussed how to ensure
proper implementation of
the National Food Security

Act and expedite the pro-
cedure of distributing the
digital ration cards,” said a
senior official of the state
food and supplies depart-
ment.

Economically backward

people will get 35 kilogram
of foodgrain (rice,wheat and
flour) each month through
the public distribution ser-
vice.

Rice will be given at Rs
3 per kilogram and wheat
will be given at Rs 2 per kilo-
gram.

The official said that 
beneficiaries under this Act
can lodge complaints with
the district grievance cell if
they are cheated by ration
dealers.

The activities of the
ration dealers will be mon-
itored. All complaints
regarding malpractices will
be inquired into by senior
officials of the food and
supplies department.

Mr Mallick claimed the
Centre is slashing the
kerosene oil quota for the
state every month. He said
the state government is try-
ing to provide kerosene oil
to people through the PDS
despite all difficulties.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 1 July

Civic volunteers assisting the
state police have demanded
payment of pending allo-
wances, even as chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
announced an increase in
their wages.

Miss Banerjee yesterday
announced a hike in their
remuneration from Rs 2,800
to 5,500 per month, 14 days
leave in a year and 10 per cent
reservation in the post of
home guards.

“Our payments are at
least three to four months
behind. Miss Banerjee
should first arrange for dis-
bursing our pending
allowances,”said Mr Sanjay
Poria, West Bengal Civic
Police Association presi-
dent.

The association had
lodged a complaint with the
International Labour Organ-
isation last year following
which Centre had sought a
report from the state gov-
ernment.

“We are happy with the
announcement but we feel
that it has been made in view
of the elections. Our wages
are being delayed due to

financial constraint of the
government. How is it pos-
sible to pay the enhanced
wages? Moreover, it would
have been much better had
our services been regu-
larised,” said Mr Poria. In
the past one year around
10,000 volunteers had been
left jobless, he added.

The Civic Police Volun-
teer Force, also known as
‘Green Police’,was raised by
the Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration in 2008 to assist the
Kolkata Police in traffic
management. Later on, the
state government appoint-
ed around 1.30 lakh civic
police on contractual basis.

Apart from assisting traf-
fic police, civic police per-
sonnel have been attached
to different police stations.

The government has
recently redesignated the
civic police volunteers as
civic volunteers.

New Town locals sceptical of water supply pledge
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 1 July

Reports that supply of piped
drinking water to New Town,
Rajarhat, will begin by the
end of the year have been
greeted with scepticism by
the area's residents.

Mr Somnath Mukherjee,
who has been staying in
the area for the past decade
said: “It would be good to
have piped water that is
free of arsenic contamina-
tion but when we will get it
is a very big question.” Sim-
ilar doubts were expressed
by Mrs Subhadra Chowd-
hury, a senior bank official.
She said: "When we moved
in, we did not know that we
will not get filtered water. In
the past one decade we had

to buy drinking water. We
did not drink the water that
is available because of
arsenic contamination.”

The apprehension of the
residents is not without
basis.A senior official of the
state Public Health Engi-
neering department said
that it would take a long time
to provide filtered water to
individual premises as
pipelines would have to be
laid from the filtration plant
to individual premises. “It
takes several months several
months to set up a water sup-
ply system in any township
and so supplying filtered
water by the end of this year
is a dream. However, the
scheme may start in a small
way,” he said.

According to the gov-

ernment's plans, unfiltered
water from river Hooghly
will be lifted from Deben-
drabala ghat near Chitpore
and then taken by a 6-feet
diameter underground
pipeline over a distance of
20.3 kilometres to Rajarhat,
where it will be treated and
supplied to homes. The esti-
mated cost of the project is
Rs 450 crore. It will be borne
by the Housing and Infra-
structure Development Cor-
poration (Hidco).

A senior official of the
state Public Health Engi-
neering department said
laying of the underground
pipeline over a distance of
10.5 km has been complet-
ed and work is now on to lay
the remaining 9.8 km. The
capacity of the project will

be 20 million gallons of
water per day (mgd), and
later it will be upgraded to
100 mgd. The erstwhile Left
Front government that had
launched the township did
not prepare any water sup-
ply scheme.To cope with the
situation Hidco allowed
sinking of 57 deep tube-
wells when people began
occupying flats over a decade
ago.

After coming to power,
chief minister Miss Mama-
ta Banerjee asked Hidco to
prepare a drinking water
scheme. The official said
that the water supply scheme
would benefit Salt Lake,
Nabadiganta Industrial
Township area in sector V
and south Dum Dum 
municipality.

School children at a performance to celebrate Van Mahotsav, organised by SHER at St Joseph College in Kolkata on
Wednesday. �Dilip Dutta

Kolkata,1 July:The admission
process in Scottish Church
College resumed today
amidst dharna by some stu-
dents who demanded the res-
ignation of the rector, Pro-
fessor John Abraham. The
college authorities had put
off the admission process fol-
lowing an agitation by the
students against the col-
lege authorities’ imposing
a dress code on students.
Higher education minister
Partha Chatterjee had
requested the authorities to
resume admission process.
The students today protest-
ed again, demanding resig-
nation of the rector for im-
posing the dress code. SNS
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 1 July

Child labour in the age
group of five to nine years
has increased by 37 per
cent in the country,
according to a recent
Child Rights and You
(CRY) report.

The rate of decline in
child labour, overall, over
the last decade, based on
census figures, is a dismal
2.2% per year, the report
also notes. “Given this
pace, it would take more
than a century to take the
existing working children
out of the labour force.
Over a crore children con-
tinue to be a part of the
workforce.” said Komal
Ganotra, Director, Policy

and Research, CRY. Every
11th child in India is a
child labourer.

In fact, there has been
a whopping rise of child
labour in the age group of
five to nine years in the
urban areas, as revealed
by the study. The number
of working boys grew by
154 per cent whereas the
number of working girls
grew by 240 per cent in the
age group of five to nine
in the urban areas. West
Bengal also fares badly in
this context. There has
been a rise of 337 per cent
in child labour amongst
girls and 335 per cent rise
amongst boys in the cate-
gory of employment that
lasts less than six months,
in the urban areas. Main

workers, or children who
work for more than six
months, have also
increased by 24 per cent
for boys and 61 per cent
for girls in the age group
of five to nine years in the
last decade in West Ben-
gal.Child labour has

increased by 53 per cent in
the urban areas over the
last decade despite several
campaigns against child
labour in the urban areas.

Ms Ganotra said that
despite the fact that
enforcement machinery is
based in the urban areas,
the scenario in the urban
areas is grim. She attrib-
uted the increase of child
labour in the urban areas
to increased migration. A
majority of the child
labourers, however, are
based in rural areas and
three out of four children
are involved with agricul-
ture or in household
industries.

South 24-Parganas,
Kolkata, North 24-Par-
ganas, Burdwan and West

Midnapore are the five
districts with highest
number of working chil-
dren. United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund (UNICEF)
also reported that West
Bengal accounts for five
lakh fifty two thousand
child labourers. As per
National Child Labour
Project (NCLP) data, 59026
inspections were done
nationally in 2012 out of
which only 435 cases res-
ulted in convictions.

The magnitude of child
labour in India is grave
and all legislations, poli-
cies and enforcement 
machinery related to chil-
dren should take into cog-
nizance the enormity of
the issue, said Ms 
Ganotra.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 1 July

The Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration will issue show-
cause notice and could go to
the extent of cancelling the
enrolment of cooperatives
collecting parking fees if
they are found violating the
terms of their contracts.

Senior civic officials said
that the agencies were often
found allowing parking of
vehicles horizontal to the
kerb, flouting the stipulation
of parking vehicles parallel
to the kerb. The additional
money thus collected was
divided among the police,
political parties and park-
ing agencies. The police

even does not book cars
when they are parked on the
pavement. As a result, KMC
is losing revenue to the tune
of lakhs of rupees.To discuss
these issues a meeting was
held in Nabanna on Tuesday.
It was attended by mayor
Sovan Chatterjee, Debashis
Kumar (member, mayor-in-
council in charge of parks,
squares and parking) and
commissioner of police
Surajit Kar Purakayastha.

It was decided that KMC
would issue show-cause
notice to the agencies col-
lecting parking fees and
even cancel their allotment
if they were found to be flout-
ing the terms and conditions
of the contract.

The agencies collecting
parking fees are divided
into four categories depend-
ing on their experience.
Agencies with more than 20
years' experience belong to
A category while those hav-
ing experience of more than
10 years but less than 20 years
belong to B category.

Those with more than five
years but less than 10 years'
experience belong to C cat-
egory and those with less
than 5 years' experience
belong to D category.

There are nine coopera-
tives that manage 4,849 cars
while those belonging to B,
C and D categories manage
633, 886 and 384 cars respec-
tively.

Truck owners, operators
to go on strike from 9 July
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 1 July

Truck owners and operators
will go on a two-day bus stri-
ke in the state from 9 July
protesting against police
‘atrocities’. The operators
will also not allow other
trucks to enter into the state
on 9 and 10 July. Private bus
and mini bus operators have
also called a two-day bus
strike from 9 July against
police excesses.

“State transport minister
Madan Mitra is in jail for
more than six months. Prin-
cipal secretary of the trans-
port department Mr Ala-
pan Bandyopadhyay is
always busy with the chief

minister to oversee other
administrative works.There
is no body to listen to our
grievances,” alleged Mr
Subash Bose, general sec-
retary, Federation of West
Bengal Truck Operators
Association.

Trucks operators carry-
ing fruits, vegetables, fish
and meat that come from
other states have to pay
bribes to police, truck oper-
ators alleged.

As a result,price of fruits,
vegetables and fish have
gone up in the state, truck
operators said. The truck
operators are also demand-
ing to stop overloading, po-
lice harassment and imme-
diate repair of roads.

Bascule bridge stunt
costs man his life
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 1 July

A 45-year-old man died after
falling from Nazrul Setu at
Kidderpore while attempt-
ing a stunt when the two
arms of the collapsible
bridge  opened to let a ship
to pass at around 1 a.m.
today.

Police said the victim,
Rajkumar Das, a resident of
Karl Marx Sarani and an
employee of Kolkata Port
Trust, was an alcoholic 
and had run up on to the
bridge after seeing it was
opening up.

Police suspect that he
attempted the stunt 
thinking it would not be a 
difficult feat to jump from
one arm of the bridge to the
other.

But the feat proved fatal-
ly difficult for him because

he misjudged the distance
between the two arms after
they opened.

He lost balance and fell
right to the bottom of the
bridge receiving severe
injuries.

The state fire and emer-
gency services department
was contacted as it was not
possible for the police on duty
at the spot to rescue the
man on their own.

The state fire 
department officers from
Kolkata Port rushed to the
spot and recovered the man.
He was declared brought
dead when taken to SSKM
Hospital.

A police officer said that
the man had run up on to the
arm on the eastern side
when the on-duty police-
men were checking vehicles
at the other end of the 
bridge.

Kolkata,1 July:Two more per-
sons were arrested early
this morning in connection
with the incident of yester-
day's attempt at robbery in
a flat in Neelam Building in
Park Street. The police said
one accused Md Raju was
arrested in a hideout near
his home at Shibpur in How-
rah while his associate Md
Munna, a resident of Rab-
indra Sarani, was arrested
in Burabazar area.Local peo-
ple caught the main accused
Imtiaz yesterday when he
along with the other two
were trying to flee after hit-
ting an elderly woman on the
head with a hammer.Acting
on a tip-off, two teams com-
prising policemen from Park
Street police station con-
ducted raids in two differ-
ent places early this morn-
ing and arrested them.

Imtiaz is originally a res-
ident of Gujarat but had been
living in the city for a few
years. SNS

Kolkata,1 July:The centenary
of Zoological Survey of
India was observed in the
city today.

The Centenary Run, one
of the events to mark the
occasion,began from the Asi-
atic Society and ended at the
Prani Vigyan Bhawan, the
headquarters of ZSI at New
Alipore.

On the occasion all 
Zoological Survey of India
officials and staff took the
centenary pledge of serving
the nation.

Mr K Venkatarman,
director,ZSI,said that all the
16 regional centres of ZSI 
situated in various parts of
the country also celebrated
the centenary. SNS

Childhood at stake 

Civic volunteers want
arrears cleared first

FOR THE GREENS
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SI injured: A sub-
inspector of Siliguri
Commissionerate Mr
Ajay Subba was injured
after being hit by an
unknown vehicle at
Dorina Crossing around
7.30 a.m. on Wednes-
day.He was then admit-
ted  to  the  SSKM 
Hospital. SNS

Constable killed: A
40-year-old constable
of Kolkata Police Md
Zaminul Haque, was
killed after being hit
by a lorry while trav-
elling on a van-rickshaw
at Nalhati in Birbhum
around 5  a.m. on
Wednesday. SNS

Mason beaten up: A
mason was beaten to
death by some vil-
lagers after he slashed
a 28-year-old woman on
her neck at Begam-
pur in Baruipur on
Wednesday.The woman
was admitted to the 
hospital. SNS
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The Food Securi-
ty Act makes
access, at the 
individual level,
to adequate 
quantities of food
at affordable
prices a legal
entitlement

Pregnant
women, lac-

tating mothers,
and certain cate-
gories of childr-
en are eligible
for free meals

3 The Bengal
govt plans to

complete imple-
mentation of the
Food Security Act
in all districts by
30 September

4The Food
Security Act

covers the mid-
day meal sch-
eme, ICDS and
the Public Distri-
bution System

1 PDS benefici-
aries are enti-

tled to 5 kg of  fo-
odgrains per per-
son per month at
Rs 3/kg for rice,
Rs 2/kg for wheat

2

FOOD RIGHTS

KMC to issue show-cause notice to
parking agencies if found errant


